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from Stranger on a Strange Island by Grant Buday
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My wariness of the chainsaw got around. 
When asked about it I shrugged, made 

jokes, said they were too noisy, too expensive, 
they messed up my fingernails. 

Then, after five years on the island, during 
which time I had often coveted my neighbour’s 
woodpile, an ancient Skil chainsaw appeared at 
the recycling depot. The saw was 40 years old but 
ran well and was impressive in its heft. No plastic 
on this baby. It even had a plate riveted to it with 
starting instructions. 

I switched the ON/OFF toggle to ON, set the 
choke, placed the saw on the ground, anchored 
it by fitting the toe of my boot in the crook of 
the handle and yanked the cord. It snarled, then 
died. I pulled again and it jumped to life. And I 
grinned. Oh, did I grin. The first time you ride a 
bike, get up on water skis, gun a motorcycle, you 
grin. It was, for me, an experience of the same 
order. 

I revved it. It was alarmingly loud, even with 
ear protection. The saw was alive. It fought my 
grip like a pinned animal. Now all I needed was 
something, anything, to cut. There, a log. One 
touch and the chain dug in, devouring the wood 
and spewing sawdust. It was a beast, a carnivore, 
a gas-fed wolverine. I cut through that foot-thick 
fir in seconds, and in minutes had reduced the 
entire log to a dozen rounds of prime firewood. 
What a man! Best of all, the saw didn’t have that 
embarrassing new-chainsaw look; it was scuffed 
and beaten, a veteran campaigner that I could lug 
into the bush with pride. 

On the way home I stopped at the island’s one 
gas station, where I got some chainsaw oil and 
filled a five-litre gas jug. I mixed the gas and oil 
at a ratio of 50-to-1, wiped the saw down with a 
rag, and stored it inside so it would be nice and 
dry, and also to prove to it how much I loved it. I 
may even have whispered a few words goodnight. 
I went to bed eagerly anticipating the fun I was 
going to have cutting wood tomorrow.

And of course it wouldn’t start. Nor would it 
start the day after. Or the day after that. 

I got Dan to look at it. Dan knows everything 
about chainsaws. For a decade he made his living 
as Mayne’s premier supplier of firewood. He owns 

half a dozen saws, including two vintage models 
from the 1950s each the size of a Harley David-
son. He set about dismantling mine and examin-
ing it from all angles, even going so far as to sniff 
for telltale odours, being able to distinguish stale 
gasoline from fresh, yet not even he could get it to 
go. Now I knew why the saw had turned up at the 
recycling depot. 

I was disappointed but philosophical, for at 
least I’d overcome my fear of the dread chainsaw. 
I looked into buying one. For as little as $250 
I could get one with a 16-inch blade, which is 
smaller than the keyboard on my Mac. Still, it 
was a pretty good price. For $99 I could get an 
electric, but dragging an extension cord around 
tends to limit one’s range, and to be honest, there 
is something effete about an electric chainsaw. It’s 
the difference between riding a hog and a scooter.

Fortunately, another friend was also in the mar-
ket for a new saw and most generously gave me 
his old McCulloch. I suspect that he was curious 
to see what appendage I’d lop off. 

It started fine. The problem was that it didn’t 
cut, merely spun dully against the wood, creat-
ing a thin black scorch mark. I sharpened the 
chain with one of the files Dan had given me but 
it was still no go. Closer examination of the chain 
revealed that the owner, who shall go nameless, 
had “been cutting rocks,” as they say, and the 
chain had to be replaced. 

On a whim I pulled out the Skil and gave the 
cord a yank, and it roared to life! When I told 
Dan he became wistful, as if acknowledging a 
mystery of nature, and admitted that chainsaws, 
like people, can be fickle creatures with complex 
personalities. I spent the afternoon cutting up 
everything I could find, clambering about the 
bush hunting windfalls and stumps and fallen 
branches. 

Then the saw, having taunted me, having 
beguiled me with visions of endless stacks of 
firewood, quit. No explanation, no goodbye, no 
warning. It simply said no. I returned it to the 
shelf in the carport and went back to the McCul-
loch. I got a new chain on it then it blew up. Not 
a big explosion, just a thump and a gasp and it 
would cut no more forever. 



G r a n t  B u d a y

S t r a n g e r  o n  a  
S t r a n g e  I s l a n d
From Main Street to Mayne Island
In Vancouver, 600 dollars gets you half a bachelor suite. On 
Mayne Island, it gets you a three-bedroom house overlooking 
the waters of Active Pass and varied wildlife and lush trees 
as neighbours. With that in mind, Grant Buday trades in 
the high-powered city life in Vancouver for the small town 
eccentricities of Mayne Island.

The scenery, however impressive, is not the only change. A 
college English instructor for six years, Buday now finds him-
self working wherever a hand is needed. Some of his more 
adventurous jobs included stealing a boat with one of the 
locals, who in exchange asked Buday for a word of the day; 
sheep herding on a deer farm with no deer; and his current 
part-time gig of running the Island’s recycling depot.

Living on Mayne has also presented numerous opportun-
ities for learning. Buday gets firewood picking lessons from 
firewood devotee and Mennonite neighbour, Jake, and chain-
saw lingo lessons from the local dealer in Sidney.

In Stranger on a Strange Island, Buday explores the 
layered nature of small town life, the rich history of Mayne 
Island and the reasons that compelled him to trade in city life 
for the island life.

Grant Buday is the author of six books. Two of his works, 
White Lung and Monday Night Man have been nominated for 
the City of Vancouver Book Prize. A selection of his novel 
White Lung won the Fiction Category of the 1997 Western 
Magazine Awards. His writing has appeared in subTerrain, 
Vancouver Review and most recently, Canadian Notes and 
Queries. For six years, he taught English at Kwantlen Univer-
sity College and Langara College in Vancouver. He has lived 
on Mayne Island for eight years. 
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from Rebel Life by Mark Leier

Few people will have heard of Robert Rag-
lan Gosden. He won no elections, headed 

no corporation, led no troops into battle. He 
wrote no books, painted no art, invented no 
useful gadget, performed no act of great hero-
ism, inspired no myths. He had little education 
and lived in poverty most of his life. Why then 
write a book about him?

The story of his life provides us with several 
useful lessons. It reminds us that all lives are 
important and interesting, not just those of the 
rich and famous or notorious. It reminds us too 
that the history of British Columbia was not made 
solely by politicians and business heads. Not one 
of their programs or enterprises could have been 
accomplished without the labour of thousands 
of men and women who rarely make it into the 
history books. Yet they, not the premiers or coal 
barons, paid the price for prosperity and progress. 
Their stories also deserve to be told if we are to 
understand the history of the province.

Gosden’s life reminds us of something else. If 
the individual lives of workers are important, 
they become a determining force of history when 
workers act collectively. Through striking, voting, 
demonstrating, even sabotaging, workers con-
stantly force government and business to listen 
to them, accommodate them, and suppress them. 

Politicians change and enforce laws, and employ-
ers pressure governments, create new technology, 
and move capital about in the attempt to respond 
to the actions of workers. We cannot understand 
historical change without understanding this con-
stant tension between workers, capital, and the 
state, and examining the life of one worker gives 
us some insight into this process.

But a life cannot be understood in isolation. 
The people, events, ideas, and culture that sur-
rounded Gosden influenced him just as he influ-
enced them. To understand his life, we need to 
understand its historical context. British Colum-
bia’s traditional political, economic, and cultural 
history, with its focus on elites, is easily available, 
but its labour history is not. That is the context 
this book focuses on, and it is Gosden’s context. 
Because this story is centred on Gosden’s life, 
there are gaps in the book’s coverage of labour 
history. Gosden lived much of his life in the 
male world of the migrant worker. He made little 
mention of women in the labour movement, and 
that has skewed this account. The contribution 
of the skilled worker is similarly given less treat-
ment than it deserves, and there is little mention 
of working-class culture and other important 
aspects of labour history. They await another 
book.



M a r k  L e i e r

R e b e l  L i f e:
The Life and Times of Robert Gosden, 
Revolutionary, Mystic, Labour Spy, 
Second Edition

Now in its second edition, Rebel Life includes new informa-
tion about the titular subject Robert Gosden’s career that has 
come to light since the first edition was published in 1999. 
Extensively revised throughout and including a brand-new 
chapter, Rebel Life chronicles the life of labour organizer, 
revolutionary, anarchist and labour spy Robert Gosden. 

Canada’s west coast was rife with upheaval in the second 
and third decades of the twentieth century. At the centre of 
the turmoil is Robert Gosden, migrant labourer turned rad-
ical activist – turned police spy. In 1913, he publicly recom-
mends assassinating Premier Richard McBride to resolve the 
miners’ strike. By 1919, he is urging Prime Minister Robert 
Borden to “disappear” key labour radicals to quelch rising 
discontent. What happened?

Rebel Life plumbs the enigma that was Gosden, but is it 
much more: an ideal introduction to BC labour history con-
taining archival photograph and sidebars rich with historical 
arcana and a chapter outlining the research that unearthed 
Gosden’s story and a rich resource for instructors, students, 
and trade unionists.

Mark Leier, an editor at Labour/Le Travail is the director of 
the Centre for Labour Studies at Simon Fraser University in 
Burnaby, where he also teaches history. He is the author of 
three books, Bakunin, Where the River Flows: The Industrial 
Workers of the World in British Columbia, Red Flags and Red 
Tape and many academic papers on various labour issues. He 
lives in North Vancouver.
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New for FALL ’06from Mannequin Rising by Roy Miki

B y  t h e  s a m e  a u t h o r

Scoping (also pronounced 
‘shopping’) in Kits

The mannekins must share  
foreknowledge of the rise  
and fall of human desires 
 
Their glances flit and sway 
as each word in lip synch 
nudges up against another 
 
We think we are sentenced 
in heated exchanges that 
make creases in their postures 
 
But that only supposes that 
each nod has found its place 
in a balanced basket of goods 
 
The ripe fruit vegetables and 
vintage wines in their adept 
hands take place in the move 

The dream in their presence 
makes as it filters unsaturated 
along spiraling back waters 
 
What did the groove then 
signify for you? What in the 
spectrum of still shots came 
 
Off as fake and artificial as a 
wily summer breeze wafting 
through the montage of frames? 
 
We are consumers get used to 
it we are here because you were 
there and there is always a here  
 
That brings fear of trembling to  
the daily born exits that oft call  
to the pause in the amber light 

ROY MIKI

There
Roy Miki extends his exploration of the margins joining social and 
individual language, and of the layers of history overlaying places 
in his first book of poetry since 2002’s Governor-General’s Award 
winning Surrender.

‘A superior collection.’ — va ncou v er su n

T H E R E

Trade paperback

96 pages, 5.5” x 8.5”

$18 CDN • $16 US

978-1-55420-026-9

1-55420-026-1
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Poetry

R o y  M i k i

M a n n e q u i n  R i s i n g
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Mannequin Rising is the fifth book of poetry from 
Governor-General’s Award winner Roy Miki, his first since 
2006’s There.

In Mannequin Rising, Miki describes a world of con-
sumerism, and answers the visual cacaphony of commodities 
and window displays with a series of poems and photomon-
tages that reflect the uncanny juxtapositioning he sees all 
around him. 

The centrepiece of Mannequin Rising is a triptych of long 
poems, “Scoping (also pronounced Shopping) in Kits”, “A 
Walk on Granville Island”, and “Viral Travels in Tokyo”, 
where Miki closely observes three different neighbourhoods 
and their mannequins / mannikins / manakins / manikins, 
almost alien yet familiar beings inhabiting and altering rela-
tionships between nature and culture.

Born south of Winnipeg in 1942 to parents uprooted by 
the expulsion of Japanese Canadians from the West Coast, 
Roy Miki grew up in the Manitoba capital. He founded the 
literary journal Line (now called West Coast Line) in 1983. 
He is the author of Redress: Inside the Japanese Canadian Call 
for Justice, and has edited books by or about William Carlos 
Williams, George Bowering, Roy Kiyooka and bpNichol. 
Most recently he edited The Artist and The Moose by Roy 
Kiyooka, published in 2009 by LINEbooks. His previous 
poetry books are Saving Face (1991), Random Access File (1995), 
Surrender (2001), for which he won the Governor-General’s 
Award, and There (2006). He lives in Vancouver.
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Recently Released

D o n a t o  M a n c i n i

B u f f e t  Wo r l d
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Visually and conceptually dynamic, Buffet World is Donato 
Mancini’s collection of poems about food, economy, and the 
inhumanities and systemic cruelties of life in contemporary 
capitalism. While the critique is deep, the poems are access-
ible and fun to read.

Mancini explores the relationships between food, culture 
and politics using words, images, numbers and the idea of 
the list. The numbers and statistics that fill the book stand 
as a critique of the grotesquely inhumane scales of industrial 
production in the world today. The images are colourful and 
almost garish. The words are, in true Mancini fashion, bril-
liantly manipulated.

Critically incisive humour permeates Buffet World while 
the poems capture Mancini’s laser-sharp wit, as well as 
his dissatisfaction with the conditions of a world built on 
so many systemic cruelties. Buffet World underlines our 
inescapable complicity as (constantly) both victims and vic-
timizers. 

Previously Announced

B y  t h e  s a m e  a u t h o r

DONATO MANCINI

Aethel 
‘A gorgeous collection of concrete poetry . . . Each work is imbued with a 
certain grace, a rounded beauty that leaks from one age of the page to the 
next . . . stunningly complex.’ — the sou ther nmost r ev iew

‘An accomplished artist as well as writer.’ — k ev in k ill i a n

A E T H E L

Trade paperback

96 pages, 6” x 8”

$21 CDN • $16 US

978-1-55420-030-6

1-55420-030-X
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Now Available

L a w r e n c e  A r o n s e n

C i t y  o f  L o v e  a n d  
R e v o l u t i o n
Vancouver in the Sixties
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City of Love and Revolution takes readers back to Vancouver 
in the sixties, the decade when everything changed for the 
Baby Boomer generation. Dozens of rare photos accompany 
Lawrence Aronsen’s account of the tumultuous decade, 
bringing to life the sights, the sounds, and the passions of the 
era of psychedelia and free love, when for a brief moment in 
time everything seemed possible.

Aronsen tells the story of the spread of the “hippie” life-
style north from San Francisco into Vancouver, and how this 
rocked the buttoned-down, Protestant, white-bread frontier 
town that Vancouver had been up til then. A chapter on the 
impact of the sexual revolution tells of love-ins, free clin-
ics, public nudism, and the Penthouse and other Vancouver 
fleshpots. Other chapters recount the stories of the drugs 
and music that were embraced by the new generation of 
Vancouverites; of peaceful anti-war protesters and the birth 
of Greenpeace, and the harder edge of the Yippies and their 
occupations and street theatre; and of Vancouver Free Uni-
versity and the new ideas that forever changed the way our 
schools work.

Aronsen’s readable account is illustrated with photos, draw-
ings, and advertisements drawn from the newspapers — both 
straight and Georgia Straight — that chronicled the era.
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Now Available

STEVE WEINER
Sweet England
Steve Weiner’s harrowing portrayal of post-Thatcher England follows a man of no 
known origin and unstable personality and his efforts to re-enter society after a long 
and unexplained absence.

The reader sees events through Jack’s mostly uncomprehending eyes as he 
negotiates the margins of a London that resembles the city of memory and story only 
in incidental details. Replete with episodes of manic religion and delusions, the world 
in Sweet England is hard, dark, dangerous. Exploitation and violence provide a steady 
background glow that illuminates Jack’s relationship with Brenda, with whom he is 
living, drinking, brawling, and loving.

Weiner’s London is equally a protagonist of his story. Dirty, sombre, the city is a 
palimpsest, the contemporary curry houses and mosques reinscribing the landscape 
dotted with old churches, monuments and graveyards that invoke old England’s 
Christian saints and glorious past.

Phantasmagoric and allegorical, and told largely through dialogue, Sweet 
England’s vision will haunt the reader long after they put down this compelling book.

Sweet England is Steve Weiner’s third novel. His debut in 1993, The Museum of Love, 
was a Giller Prize finalist, and was published in the UK, Japan, France and Belgium as 
well as in North America. His most recent novel is The Yellow Sailor (2001). Weiner’s 
books have been compared to the novels of Céline and Burroughs, and the films of 
Lynch and Cronenberg. He lives in Vancouver.

GEORGE BOWERING
Caprice
With a Foreword by Aritha van Herk

It’s the mid 1890s in Kamloops, British Columbia. Two men argue over a bottle of 
whisky and in the struggle Frank Spencer, an American outlaw-turned-farmhand, kills 
Pete Foster, a French-Canadian and fellow farmhand. 

First published in 1987 and based on actual events in BC’s history, Caprice is a 
witty, adventurous and colourful recreation of a Canadian heroine’s quest in avenging 
her brother’s murder, a woman well ahead of her times, who refused to be pigeonholed 
into a stereotype, who questioned authority and did so with unflinching resolve. 

Caprice is a companion to Bowering’s Burning Water and Shoot!, reissued by New 
Star in 2007 and 2008.

George Bowering served as Canada’s first Poet Laureate, and is an Officer of the Order 
of Canada and the Order of British Columbia. The author of more than 80 books, he 
has twice won a Governor-General’s Award. He lives in Vancouver.

 • see pages 15 and 17 for more George Bowering • 
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Recently Released

ADAM SEELIG
Every Day in the Morning (slow)
Every Day in the Morning (slow) is a work that looks and reads like no other. 

Few words and the generous white space on each page invite a distinct interaction 
with the text, one where every detail, every placement and every repetition influences 
meaning. The lack of punctuation allows the reader the freedom to internalize this 
exquisitely crafted work and understand the protagonist’s state of mind. 

Sam, a composer, reflects on his floundering career, life with his lover and tensions 
with his father. Some thoughts, like facial hair and breakfast, are mundane; others, 
like love, money and war, are often overwhelming. At turns laughable and vain, at 
others, tender and considered, Sam’s feelings and ideas turn continuously. The result 
is an oddly lyrical stream-of-consciousness that’s as conversational as its appearance is 
unconventional.

Adam Seelig is a poet, playwright, stage director, and the Artistic Director of One 
Little Goat Theatre Company in Toronto. His plays include Talking Masks (Toronto 
2009), Antigone: Insurgency (Toronto 2007), and All Is Almost Still (New York 2004). 
His most recent play is Thomas Bernhard’s Ritter, Dene, Voss, which just wrapped on 
October 10th at La MaMa Theatre in New York City.

ANDREA LANGLOIS, RON SAKOLSKY & MARIAN van der ZON, eds.
Islands of Resistance
 Pirate Radio In Canada

Inspired by a passion for social justice, a defiant libertarian ethos, a desire for 
autonomy or for purposes of artistic expression, radio pirates snub the legal edicts of 
regulated broadcasting. Islands of Resistance puts you behind the eyepatch giving you a 
collection of inside views on pirate radio in Canada.

Islands of Resistance is a compendium of seventeen contributions that reveal 
the thriving, clandestine counterculture of pirate radio in Canada. From activist 
perspectives and artist’s statements, historical essays and sociological examinations, to 
personal anecdotes, this collection opens up a whole world of activism and fun to be 
had with illicit radio transmitters.

‘isl a nds of r esista nce  makes a convincing argument for the continued relevance 
of pirate radio as a means for liberating the marginalized and emboldening the radical.’ 
— this m aga zine

E V E R Y  D AY  I N  T H E 
M O R N I N G  ( S L O W )

Trade paperback

128 pages, 5.5” x 8.5”

$16 CDN • $16 US

978-1-55420-051-1

1-55420-051-2

I S L A N D S  O F 
R E S I S TA N C E

Trade paperback

256 pages, 6” x 9”

$21 CDN • $21 US

978-1-55420-050-4

1-55420-050-4

Now Available
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JERRY ZASLOVE & BILL JEFFRIES, eds.

The Insurance Man
Kafka in the Penal Colony

This book is published on the occasion of the exhibition 
The Insurance Man: Kafka in the Penal Colony, held 
at the Simon Fraser University Gallery from April 25 to 
June 27, 2009. 

Illustrated with 16 pages of colour, the book examines 
the subject matter of the show – both bureaucracy and 
penal colonies – and includes short texts by authors who 
saw the show in person. With texts by Ian Angus, Lee 
Bacchus, Michael Barnholden, Michael Bourke, Rob 
Brownie, Willie Brisco, Kathi Diamant, Brian Graham, 
Mark Jaskela, Bill Jeffries, Tom McGauley, Tom Morris, 
ryan andrew Murphy, carl peters, Kaia Scott, Peyman 
Vahabzadeh, Jerry Zaslove.
Trade paperback • 80 pages, 6.69” x 9” • $24 CDN • $24 US 

0978-0-9813906-1-1 • Available JANUARY

GLEN LOWRY

Pacific Avenue
Trade paperback • 112 pages, 5.3” x 8.3” • $16 CDN • $16 USS 
978-0-9784981-8-4 • Available now

ROY K. KIYOOKA

The Artist and the Moose:  
A Fable of Forget 
Trade paperback • 180 pages, 5.5” x 8.5” • $20 CDN • $20 US 
978-0-9784981-0-8 • Available now

TROY BURLE BAILEY

The Pierre Bonga Loops
A documentary poem that lays bare the black presence 
in the northwest, it is also about fathers and sons, now 
and then. Born in the 1780s, Bonga was the son of freed 
slaves who worked for J. Sayer & Co. in 1795 at Fond du 
Lac. He was employed by the North West Co., the South 
West Co. & the American Fur Co. in their Fond du Lac 
Departments. Using images and text from documentary 
sources including the Hudson’s Bay Company Archive, 
Bailey has constructed an important, innovative and 
exciting book.
Trade paperback • 192 pages, 8.5” x 5.5” • $20 CDN • $20 US 
978-0-9813906-0-4 • Available NOW 

JONATHON WILCKE

Dupe  
Trade paperback • 80 pages, 6.7” x 9.7” • $16 CDN • $16 US 
978-0-9784981-9-1 • Available now 

KIM DUFF

Tube Sock Army 
Trade paperback • 72 pages, 5.5” x  7” • $16 CDN • $16 US 
978-0-9784981-6-0 • Available now

 • see page 21 for complete title list • 

LINEbooks and Commodore Books

New Star Books is the distributor to the trade for LINEbooks and Commodore Books.

The mandate of LINEbooks is to publish and promote the work of contemporary writers who 
are experimenting with and expanding the boundaries of conventional forms of text. 

The first and only black literary press in Western Canada, Commodore Books is a not-for-
profit press commited to producing books with social, historical, and literary merit. It priori-
tizes work by black writers.

New from LINEbooks & Commodore Books • Spring 2011
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Transmontanus

Transmontanus 2

SAGE BIRCHWATER

Chiwid
Now in its third 
printing! 

Chiwid was a 
Chilcotin woman 
who kept to herself 
and chose to spend 
most of her life 
out in the forests, 
lakes, and bush of 
the west Chilcotin 
plateau, “the way 
the old people 
lived,” moving her 
solitary camp with 
the seasons.

‘These people’s 
memories provide 
a rich, readerly 
experience of time, 
place and personalities 
– the next best thing 
to actually visiting.’ 
— c a na di a n 
l iter atu r e 

Transmontanus 16

CARELLIN BROOKS

Wreck Beach
The first compre-
hensive guide to the 
history, geography 
and personalities 
of Wreck Beach, 
Wreck Beach is 
the book for you 
whether you’re a 
local history buff, 
or just like swim-
ming in the buff.

It contains every-
thing you’ve always 
wanted to know 
about Wreck Beach, 
the best nude beach 
in the world.

‘Layered with useful 
information for 
visitors.’ — x tr a 
w est 

Transmontanus 4

JUDITH WILLIAMS

High Slack
Waddington’s Gold 
Road and the Bute Inlet 
Massacre of 1864

Now in its second 
printing!

A vivid portrait of 
life in the Chilcotin 
140 years ago. In 
1861 a new over-
land route from 
BC’s coast to the 
Cariboo came to a 
grinding halt with 
the massacre of the 
road crew sent to 
build it. The author 
peels back layer 
after grimy layer of 
‘truth’ to expose a 
panoramic tableau 
of Native-white 
relations.

‘An excellent 
introduction to a 
subject in B.C.’s 
history which has not 
been explored to any 
extent up to now.’  
— bc h istor ic a l 
r ev iew 
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METTE BACH

Off the 
Highway
Growing Up In  
North Delta

Part social com-
mentary, part per-
sonal memoir, and 
part history, Off the 
Highway is Mette 
Bach’s thought-
ful examination of 
growing up in the 
Vancouver suburb 
of North Delta. 

We learn about 
the valiant efforts 

of the Burns Bog 
Conservation 
Society volunteers 
who work tirelessly 
to preserve the Bog, 
North America’s 
largest raised peat 
bog and one of 
Canada’s natural 
wonders. 

We find out that 
her family rented 
a bedroom in their 
home to Expo 86 
visitors and that her 
mother composted, 
a practice well 
ahead of current 
environmentally-
responsible times

We also get a 
glimpse into North 
Delta’s storied 
settlement in the 
1860s when Alexan-
der Loggie opened 
the first cannery, 
which supplied the 
British with canned 
sockeye salmon. 

Off the Highway is 
Bach’s grand tour of 
the landmarks that 
define the suburbia 
in which she grew 
up.

‘Bach writes 
freeingly . . . her 
voice rises from the 
same bricks and 
mortar of language 
that everyone has 
. . . creative . . . 
an achievement. 
She writes clear, 
nuanced prose.’ 
— her izons 
m aga zin e

‘A quirky, funny 
picture of a 
Vancouver suburb 
[North Delta].’ — 
pol icy note .c a
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$19 CDN • $16 US

978-1-55420-049-8

1-55420-049-0
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HANNAH CALDER

More House
Two movies share 
a cast, a crew, and 
a  set. More House, 
where Granny lives, 
and straight out of 
Victorian litera-
ture, is the scene of 
a Gothic period 
piece. In the other 
movie, The Lord 
wields his sceptre 
over another cast of 
characters includ-
ing the cook, the 
butler, the groom, 
and the maids. 
Meanwhile, the 
Girl and her son, 
Joey, move uneasily 
between the 
overlapping, and 
sometimes fusing, 
scenarios.

‘Calder’s prose 
simmers with 
hallucinatory heat.’ 
— dodie 
bell a m y

‘[mor e house ] 
keeps you guessing, 
laughing and 
dropping your jaw at 
the weird insights and 
awesomely daring 
prose. Go read it. Or 
watch it. Or listen 
to it. Or whatever it 
wants you to do with 
it, just do it.’ — 
r ebecc a brow n 

MICHAEL TREGEBOV

The Briss
A nice Jewish boy 
falls for a nice 
Palestinian girl 
and life will never 
be the same for the 
Ostrove family back 
in Winnipeg.

‘A trendbreaker, 
aggressively funny 

and stealthily 
horrific.’ — the 
globe a n d m a il

‘Equal parts political 
satire and Jewish 
family sitcom, 
the br iss is 
outrageously funny, 
even as it confronts 
hard questions 
of Palestinian, 
Arab, Israeli and 
Jewish identity.’ 
— w in nipeg 
fr ee pr ess 

RANJ DHALIWAL

Daaku
A Novel

In the violent and 
ruthless world of 
Indo-Canadian 
gangs, Ruby Pand-
her is on his way up.

Drawn like 
a moth to the 
glamour of power, 
money, and drugs, 
he’ll do anything to 
get to the top.

‘An excellent novel 
about Indo-Canadian 
gangs . . . a scary peek 
into a subculture 
about which we 
know nothing.’ 
— m a rga r et 
c a n non, the 
globe a n d m a il

‘A fascinating look 
into the gang world’s 
twisted morality, 
casual murder, 
commodification 
of women, and the 
inevitability of violent 
demise.’ — qu ill & 
qu ir e 

STAN PERSKY & 
BRIAN FAWCETT

Robin Blaser
Divided into two 
parts, Robin Blaser 

consists of two 
essays by people 
who knew Blaser 
intimately, as a life-
long friend, a men-
tor and intellectual 
influence. 

From the authors’ 
recollections, we 
are given a glimpse 
into the personal 
and professional 
relationships that 
developed between 
Persky, Fawcett, 
Robin Blaser, Jack 
Spicer, and many 
of the other poets 
associated with 
the “San Francisco 
renaissance” and 
the New American 
Poetry. 

A memoir and a 
reader, Robin Blaser 
is also an illustrated 
account of the 
remarkable life of 
the poet, with doz-
ens of previously 
unpublished photo-
graphs included.

‘The book has, of 
course, a depth of 
philosophical inquiry 
that will help many 
unravel the mysteries 
of Blaser.’ — k ev in 
k ill i a n

‘What comes across 
best (the two essays 
sandwiching a series 
of black and white 
photos of Blaser over 
the years, which 
are quite lovely) is 
the level at which 
Blaser demanded, 
by example, that 
those who paid any 
attention to him 
become thoroughly 
engaged with multiple 
facets of the world, 
questioning whatever 
came across their 
path.’ — rob 
mclen na n

Fiction / Literature Highlights
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GEORGE BOWERING

The Box
In a series of ten 
stories introduced 
by archival photo-
graphs, Bowering 
leads us through the 
glory days of 1960s 
Vancouver. 

The Box breaks 
with the con-
ventional genre 
of short stories, 
weaving together 
biography, auto-
biography, parable, 
and drama.

‘The stories 
themselves are varied 
in genre, but unified 
by inventiveness, 
self-referentiality, 
and wordplay . . . 
Bowering’s prose 
is polished and his 
characters are well-
drawn . . . the stories 
combine inventiveness 
and humour with 
finely realized craft.’ 
— qu ill & qu ir e 

STAN PERSKY AND 
JOHN DIXON

On Kiddie Porn
Sexual Representation,  
Free Speech and the 
Robin Sharpe Case

‘A story about the way 
the law works, and 
it’s fascinating . . . a 
great story, well told.’  
— va ncou v er 
su n

‘After reading 
Persky and Dixon’s 
compellng and 
well told tale of 
the demonization 
of Robin Sharpe, 
determinng the 
forces of good from 
the forces of evil in 
the current child 

porn wars becomes 
tricky. . . . A rare and 
valuable attempt to 
approach the topic 
with a level head.’  
— bc stu dies

 

TERRY GLAVIN

This Ragged 
Place
A finalist for the 
Governor General’s 
Award in 1997. A 
skillfully woven, 
lyrical narrative 
that reveals the 
fibre of a Brit-
ish Columbia 
rarely glimpsed, 
and evokes the 
uneasy state of the 
province. Glavin 
spirits us to the 
banks of the Fraser 
River where edgy 
fishermen await 
the runs of salmon 
and oolichan while 
Vancouver’s sub-
urbs continue their 
relentless march 
upstream.

‘Evocative and 
beautifully written.’ 
— qu ill & qu ir e

‘Eloquent, poetic, 
honest, and 
illuminating.’ 
— m ileston es 
r ev iew

STAN PERSKY

The Short 
Version
An ABC Book

The alphabetized 
list is usually con-
fined to dictionaries 
and encyclopedias. 
But in Stan Persky’s 
version, it becomes 
a forum for per-
sonal narrative 
and reflection. The 
Short Version is an 
intentional miscel-
lany that adds up to 
a coherent self-por-
trait.

An homage to 
Czeslaw Milosz, 
the Nobel-prize 
winning poet, The 
Short Version asks: 
where are we? 
Persky’s reply: at 
home, in the wider 
world.

‘Brilliant.’  
— va ncou v er 
r ev iew

‘[Persky is] 
approaching 
legendary status after 
a 40-year career of 
curmudgeonry.’  
— va ncou v er 
su n

‘One of Canada’s 
premier intellectuals 
. . . a deeply 
nourishing read.’ 
— the globe 
a n d m a il 
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BOOK AWARD FINALIST
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Trade paperback
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HUBERT EVANS NON-FICTION 
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352 pages, 6” x 9”
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KEN COLLIER

Social Work 
With Rural 
Peoples
Theory and Practice 
Third Edition

The gist of Collier’s 
genuinely radical 
book is that for the 
rural social worker 
to be effective, she 
must be able to 
identify with the 
struggles of the 
people she is try-
ing to help — that 
trying to maintain 
“professional”, 
“objective” distance 
will merely ensure 
that the social 
worker becomes 
part of the problem 
rather than part of 
the solution. For 
the social worker in 
a smaller commun-
ity, “Whose side are 
you on?” is the most 
important ques-
tion to be answered 
before any effective 
work can be done.

It is an indictment 
of the slow pace of 
progress against the 
societal problems 
facing rural popula-
tions that a third 
edition of Social 
Work With Rural 
Peoples is necessary.

NOAM CHOMSKY
Interviewed by 
David Barsamian

Chronicles of 
Dissent
The Alternative Radio 
Interviews, Vol. 1 

Class Warfare
The Alternative Radio 
Interviews, Vol. 2
In two volumes 
of in-depth talks 
with Alternative 
Radio’s David 
Barsamian, Noam 
Chomsky, widely 
recognized as one 
of the most original 
and important 
thinkers of our 
age, discusses 
such subjects as 
the Vietnam and 
Persian Gulf wars, 
“free trade”, and 
world government. 
Chomsky’s far-
reaching criticism 
ranges from Adam 
Smith’s writing 
to the not-so-
new world order 
to challenging 
our most basic 
assumptions about 
the status quo.
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JUDITH WILLIAMS

Clam Gardens
Aboriginal Mariculture 
on Canada’s West Coast

For many years 
archaelogists were 
unaware of the 
ancient clam ter-
races at Waiatt Bay, 
on Quadra Island. 
Author Judith Wil-
liams was advised 
of their existence 
by a Klahoose elder 
named Elizabeth 
Harry (Keekus).

Williams has 
amassed evidence 
that the rock 
structures seen only 
at the lowest tides 
were used by native 
peoples for the pur-
pose of cultivating 
butter clams.

Her research does 
much to challenge 
the notion of pre-
contact West Coast 
indigenous peoples 
as hunter-gatherers 
alone.

‘Essential reading.’ 
— va ncou v er 
r ev iew

‘No one else writes 
about the coast with 
such sympathy for 
local knowledge.’ 
— geist
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GEORGE BOWERING

Burning Water
Originally pub-
lished in 1980 
to high acclaim, 
Burning Water 
won Bowering that 
year’s Governor 
General’s Award for 
Fiction. The novel 
recounts George 
Vancouver’s search 
for the Northwest 
Passage, and his 
subsequent nego-
tiations with the 
Spanish for the ter-
ritory now known 
as British Colum-
bia. An imagined 
history rich with 
detail, this is also a 
searing portrait of 
the initial colli-
sion between First 
Nations cultures 
and the Europeans.

‘A very good novel 
and fun to read.’ 
— sta n persk y, 
from the 
in troduction
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JOHN SCHREIBER

Stranger 
Wycott’s Place
Stories from the 
Cariboo-Chilcotin

Now in its second 
printing!

Stranger Wycott’s 
Place describes the 
author’s explora-
tions on foot, 
horseback and by 
4-wheel drive in the 
Chilcotin.

Stranger Wycott’s 
Place is at once a 
history, a writer’s 
musings, and an 
appreciation of the 
lively wild.

‘Schreiber 
demonstrates a 
deep respect for the 
past and a firm 
understanding of 
the tensions between 
indigenous peoples 
and invading settlers 
in British Columbia.’ 
— bc stu dies

‘Schreiber’s writing 
is itself mythic in the 
sense of revealing 
greater truths in the 
mundane events of 
history. The book 
is more about the 
land than about a 
single person, and 
Schreiber’s writing 
gives it a shimmering 
transcendence. 
It is a beautiful 
read.’ — robin 
r i dington

Transmontanus 10

GRANT SHILLING

The Cedar Surf
An Informal History 
of Surfing in British 
Columbia

Grant Shilling’s 
popular survey of 
the surf scene on 
Vancouver Island’s 
west coast where 
BC surfers have 
been paddling out 
to catch waves at 
Sombrio Beach, 
Tofino, Ucluelet 
and Jordan River 
for over forty years.

‘Shilling weaves a 
rich, behind-the-
scenes lore of the 
quirky, mossy burgs 
dotting Vancouver 
Island’s southwestern 
coast, illustrating 
key players from 
various eras and their 
sea lion-laced surf 
spots.’ — su r fer’s 
jou r na l

‘An absorbing read, 
full of wild characters 
and events, written 
with the same verve 
and energy one would 
need to wade into the 
frigid surf in the first 
place.’ — tr ek

GEORGE BOWERING

Shoot!
With an Afterword by 
Sherrill Grace

Cowboys and 
Indians, sometimes 
one and the same, 
occupy the land-
scape of George 
Bowering’s Shoot! 
In the Okanagan 
frontier of the late 
19th century, the 
McLean brothers 
– Allan, Charlie, 
and Archie – and 
their sidekick Alex 
Hare get drunk. 
Then they kill two 
men. The brothers 
and their ally are 
quickly brought 
to justice – or are 
they?

A comic novel 
about murder and 
hanging, Shoot! is 
also a compassion-
ate political tale of 
race relations in the 
interior of British 
Columbia. The 
McLean Gang’s 
misadventures are 
part of history. 
George Bowering’s 
imaginative recrea-
tion of their world 
soars into the realm 
of exhilarating 
speculation.

‘A great North 
American saga.’ 
— n ew yor k 
t imes
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MARC EDGE

Asper Nation
Canada’s Most 
Dangerous Media 
Company

Marc Edge exam-
ines the issues of 
media power, con-
vergence and media 
bias in a compel-
ling account of the 
Asper family’s rise 
to the top of the 
Canadian media 
landscape. 

‘asper nat ion 
is a must read 
for anyone who 
aspires to active and 
informed Canadian 
citizenship.’ — the 
globe a n d m a il 

‘[Needs] to be read 
as part of a long-
overdue national 
conversation about 
media ownership.’— 
qu ill & qu ir e 

MATT HERN

Watch Yourself
Why Safer Isn’t 
Always Better

From warnings 
on coffee cups 
to colour-coded 
terrorist gauges to 
ubiquitous secur-
ity cameras, our 
culture is obsessed 
with safety. 

The result is not 
just a neurotically 
restrictive society, 
but one which 
actively under-
mines individual 
and community 
self-reliance. We 
are creating a world 
of officious admin-
istration, manage-
ment by statistics, 

absurd regulations, 
rampaging lawsuits, 
and hygienically 
cleansed public 
spaces.

‘This is more than 
just fuzzy talk 
from the anarchist’s 
cookbook. . . . 
[Hern] is the most 
charismatic trash 
talker in town, and 
he’s used that gift to 
win support from 
city councillors, 
bureaucrats, and 
soccer moms for 
an experiment 
[Vancouver Car Free 
Festival] that will 
turn this city on its 
head. . . . Changing 
the way we divide 
and share our public 
spaces—that’s 
the pot of gold at 
the end of Hern’s 
festival rainbow.’ 
— va ncou v er 
m aga zin e

MATT HERN

Field Day
Getting Society Out of 
School

Does institutional-
izing our children 
for six hours a day, 
five days a week, 
really bring out the 
best in them?

Matt Hern argues 
that there are 
effective alterna-
tives to school as 
we know it. Hern 
believes that local 
communities are in 
the best position to 
decide what kind 
of schooling their 
children need. In 
suggesting ways 
that we can leave 
the traditional 
school model 
behind, he sketches 

a future in which 
personal autonomy 
and social change 
go hand in hand.  
In the process he 
shows how children 
can thrive outside 
of school and make 
every day a field 
day.

ANNE GAGNON, W.F. 
GARRETT-PETTS & 
JAMES HOFFMAN

Last Best West
An Exploration of Myth, 
Identity, and Quality of 
Life in Western Canada

The varied works 
within this collec-
tion cumulatively 
offer a unique pan-
oramic understand-
ing of Western 
themes.

The Last Best West 
addresses whether 
there is something 
quintessentially 
“Western 
Canadian” that 
distinguishes and 
separates living in 
this region from 
all other Canadian 
regions, and what 
it means to be a 
“Westerner”.

‘The individual 
chapters, touching 
on themes of 
representation, 
identity, gender, 
race, and culture, are 
thought-provoking 
and ultimately useful 
in the attempt to 
rediscover “The Last 
Best West.”’ — bc 
stu dies
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BARRY MCKINNON

In the 
Millennium
In the Millennium 
is a thirteen-part 
sequence written 
over the last ten 
years that measures 
a wide range of 
the poet’s experi-
ence. The writing 
emerges in response 
to human processes, 
conditions, and 
places: love, sex, 
death, the insecur-
ities and pressures 
of the inner and 
outer world, and the 
politics of person 
and place that act as 
prompts for what-
ever he, as the poet, 
is given to reveal.

Much of the 
poetry in In the 
Millennium is also 
informed by the 
abrasive grit and 
beauty of the north.

‘McKinnon’s writing 
is angular, hesitant, 
introspective, and 
dense; it is a careful 
dialogue between 
what he sees in Prince 
George and his own 
internal responses.’ 
— north wor d

 
LISA ROBERTSON

The Weather
‘[A] stunning 
and severely rich 
repatterning of the 
mind’s generally 
uncharted terrain. 
. . . the w e ather 
is a nervy, rhythmic 
creation of a poetic 
environment . . . 
her rhetorically 
based surfaces are 
continually ruptured 
by an unrestrained, 

musically 
conducted mode of 
transformation.’ 
— pu bl ishers 
w eek ly

‘In this so-often-
impersonal book 
(which is no small 
crime for a female 
writer), she lets the 
landscape narrate, 
and from this newly 
constructed body 
politic, a collective 
tells the tale. The 
writing of the 
weather descriptions 
(which, I must admit, 
instantly changed 
mine) is incantatory. 
. . . Dazzling!’ 
— e i leen m y les, 
the nat ion

‘One of our most 
important, and most 
interesting, poets.’ 
— books in 
c a na da

SIMON THOMPSON

Why Does It 
Feel So Late?
In his remarkably 
assured debut, 
Simon Thompson 
shows us the place 
where he lives, 
where everything 
inevitably comes 
back to the centre. 
The predominant 
impression is of a 
man, sometimes 
seen from a long 
way off, moving 
indecisively towards 
some overwhelming 
question. 

The poems are 
driven by images 
of the north: the 
wealth of rivers, 
the sodium lights 
of long winters, the 
broken concrete 
foundations of 

abandoned mills; 
these are the things 
that are the source 
of the poet’s ideas

The poems seem 
to say nothing, but 
the energy con-
tained within them-
selves is permanent; 
everything else is 
temporary, subject 
to erosion.

GEORGE STANLEY

Vancouver: A 
Poem
George Stanley’s 
ode to his adopted 
hometown of Van-
couver. The city of 
Vancouver. 

Spotting chestnuts 
on the sidewalk or 
reading William 
Carlos Williams’s 
Paterson on the 
Granville Street 
Bridge, Stanley 
travels along the 
inlet, past the 
mountains, under 
the trees, pulling 
the local world 
into shape with his 
words.

‘Another vaulable 
addition to 
Vancouver writing.’ 
— c a na di a n 
l iter atu r e

‘[va ncou v er :  a 
poem]  stares directly 
into that abyss, using 
the city of Vancouver 
as its lens. . . .  a 
complex meditation 
& an interesting 
counterpoint to 
[Hettie Jones’] 
work. It expands the 
grounds of what’s 
possible here & 
is one of the most 
moving books I’ll read 
all year.’ — ron 
sill im a n
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Trade paperback

144 pages, 6” x 9”
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W H Y  D O E S  I T 
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Trade paperback

72 pages,  5.5” x 8.5”

$16 CDN • $15 US
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Trade paperback

136 pages, 5.5” x 8.5”

$18 CDN • 16 US
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Title Author ISBN ISBN-13 Pub’d CDN $ US $

Æthel	 Mancini,	Donato	 1-55420-030-X	 978-1-55420-030-6	 2007	 $21	 $16
Age	of	Briggs	&	Stratton	 The	 Culley,	Peter	 1-55420-039-3	 978-1-55420-039-9	 2008	 $18	 $16
Amongst	God’s	Own	 Glavin,	Terry	 0-9686046-1-7	 978-0-9686046-1-8	 2002	 $24	 $19
Anarchive	 Collis,	Stephen	 1-55420-018-0	 978-1-55420-018-4	 2005	 $18	 $16
Asper	Nation	 Edge,	Marc	 1-55420-032-6	 978-1-55420-032-0	 2007	 $21	 $16
At	Andy’s	 Stanley,	George	 0-921586-76-0	 978-0-92158-76-0	 2000	 $16	 $16
Backup	to	Babylon	 Gadd,	Maxine	 1-55420-024-5	 978-1-55420-024-5	 2006	 $20	 $16
Basking	Sharks	 Wallace,	Scott	&	Gisborne,	Brian	 1-55420-022-9	 978-1-55420-022-1	 2006	 $19	 $16
Bone	House	 The	 Armstrong,	Luanne	 0-921586-91-4	 978-0-921586-91-3	 2002	 $21	 $16
Box	 The	 Bowering,	George	 1-55420-045-8	 978-1-55420-045-0	 2009	 $19	 $16
Briss	 The		 Tregebov,	Michael	 1-55420-043-1	 978-1-55420-043-6	 2009	 $19	 $19
Buddy’s	 Persky,	Stan	 0-921586-19-1	 978-0-921586-19-7	 1991	 $16	 $16
Buffet	World	 Mancini,	Donato	 1-55420-054-7	 978-1-55420-054-2	 2011	 $21	 $21
Burning	Water	 Bowering,	George	 1-55420-036-9	 978-1-55420-036-8	 2007	 $19	 $16
Calendar	Boy	 Quan,	Andy	 0-921586-82-5	 978-0-921586-82-1	 2001	 $20	 $16
Candy	From	Strangers	 Dale,	Stephen	 1-55420-015-6	 978-1-55420-015-3	 2005	 $21	 $16
Caprice	 Bowering,	George	 1-55420-053-9	 978-1-55420-053-5	 2010	 $19	 $19
Captivity	Tales	 Hay,	Elizabeth	 0-921586-32-9	 978-0-921586-32-6	 1993	 $18	 $16
Cedar	Surf	 The	 Shilling,	Grant	 0-921586-93-0	 978-0-921586-93-7	 2003	 $16	 $16
Chiwid	 Birchwater,	Sage	 0-921586-39-6	 978-0-921586-39-5		 1995	 $16	 $16
Chronicles	of	Dissent	(2nd	ed.)	 Chomsky,	Noam	 1-55420-003-2	 978-1-55420-003-0	 2003	 $24	 nfs
City	of	Love	and	Revolution	 Aronsen,	Lawrence	 1-55420-048-2	 978-1-55420-048-1	 2010	 $24	 $24
Clam	Gardens	 Williams,	Judith	 1-55420-023-7	 978-1-55420-023-8	 2006	 $19	 $16
Class	Warfare	(2nd	ed.)	 Chomsky,	Noam	 1-55420-004-0	 978-1-55420-004-7	 2003	 $24	 nfs
Daaku	 Dhaliwal,	Ranj	 1-55420-027-X	 978-1-55420-027-6	 2006	 $21	 $16
Death	Feast	in	Dimlahamid	A	 Glavin,	Terry	 0-921586-64-7	 978-0-921586-64-7	 1998	 $18	 $16
Debbie:	An	Epic	 Robertson,	Lisa	 0-921586-61-2	 978-0-921586-61-6	 1997	 $16	 $16
Dynamite	Stories	 Williams,	Judith	 0-921586-95-7	 978-0-921586-95-1	 2003	 $16	 $16
Enough	Already!	 O’Hara,	Bruce	 1-55420-010-5	 978-1-55420-010-8	 2004	 $21	 $16
Every	Day	in	the	Morning	(slow)	 Seelig,	Adam	 1-55420-051-2	 978-1-55420-051-1	 2010	 $16	 $16
Exercises	in	Lip	Pointing	 Annharte	[Marie	Baker]	 0-921586-92-2	 978-0-921586-92-0	 2003	 $18	 $16
Field	Day:	Getting	Society	Out	of	School	 Hern,	Matt	 1-55420-002-4	 978-1-55420-002-3	 2003	 $20	 $19
Gentle	Northern	Summer	 Stanley,	George	 0-921586-54-X	 978-0-921586-54-8	 1995	 $16	 $16
Ghost	in	the	Water	 A	 Glavin,	Terry	 0-921586-38-8	 978-0-921586-38-8	 1994	 $16	 $16
Green	Shadow	 The	 Struthers,	Andrew	 0-921586-44-2	 978-0-921586-44-9	 1995	 $16	 $16
Guilty	of	Everything	 Armstrong,	John	 0-921586-86-8	 978-0-921586-86-9	 2001	 $16	 $16
Hammertown	 Culley,	Peter	 1-55420-000-8	 978-1-55420-000-9	 2003	 $16	 $16
Heart	of	the	Community	 The	 Taylor,	Paul,	Ed.	 0-921586-94-9	 978-0-921586-94-4	 2003	 $24	 $21
Henry	Pepper	 Lukyn,	Justin	 1-55420-034-2	 978-1-55420-034-4	 2008	 	 out	of	print
High	Slack	 Williams,	Judith	 0-921586-45-0	 978-0-921586-45-6	 1996	 $16	 $16
Hollywood	Utopia	 Brown,	Justine	 0-921586-90-6	 978-0-921586-90-6	 2002	 $21	 $19
In	the	Millennium	 McKinnon,	Barry	 1-55420-047-4	 978-1-55420-047-4	 2009	 $19	 $16
Islands	of	Resistance	 Langlois,	Sakolsky	&	al.,	Eds.	 1-55420-050-4	 978-1-55420-050-4	 2010	 $21	 $21
Killing	Time	 Schachte,	Hank	 1-55420-019-9	 978-1-55420-019-1	 2005	 $18	 $16
Kluane	National	Park	Hiking	Guide	(3rd	Ed.)	 Lougheed,	Vivien	 1-55420-025-3	 978-1-55420-025-2	 2007	 $24	 $21
Kokanee	 Gayton,	Don	 0-921586-85-X	 978-0-921586-85-2	 2002	 $16	 $16
Last	Best	West	 The	 Gagnon,	Garrett-Petts	&	al.,	Eds.	 1-55420-044-X	 978-1-55420-044-3	 2009	 $24	 $24
Last	Voyage	of	the	Loch	Ryan	The	 Struthers,	Andrew	 1-55420-008-3	 978-1-55420-008-5	 2004	 $18	 $16
Liberalized	 Beers,	David,	Ed.	 1-55420-014-8	 978-1-55420-014-6	 2005	 $16	 $16
Ligatures	 Mancini,	Donato	 1-55420-017-2	 978-1-55420-017-7	 2005	 	 out	of	print
Local	Matters	 Fawcett,	Brian	 1-55420-005-9	 978-1-55420-005-4	 2003	 $20	 $16
Mannequin	Rising	 Miki,	Roy	 1-55420-056-3	 978-1-55420-056-6	 2011	 $18	 $18
Maria	Mahoi	of	the	Islands	 Barman,	Jean	 1-55420-007-5	 978-1-55420-007-8	 2004	 	 out	of	stock
McGowan’s	War	 Hauka,	Donald	 1-55420-001-6	 978-1-55420-001-6	 2003	 $24	 $19
Mine	 Collis,	Stephen	 0-921586-87-6	 978-0-921586-87-6	 2001	 $18	 $16
More	House	 Calder,	Hannah	 1-55420-042-3	 978-1-55420-042-9	 2009	 $19	 $19
Off	the	Highway	 Bach,	Mette	 1-55420-049-0	 978-1-55420-049-8	 2010	 $19	 $16

Complete backlist by title
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Title Author ISBN ISBN-13 Pub’d CDN $ US$
Old	Red	Shirt	 The	 Klan,	Yvonne		 1-55420-006-7	 978-1-55420-006-1	 2004	 $16	 $16
On	Kiddie	Porn	 Persky,	Stan	&	Dixon,	John	 0-921586-77-9	 978-0-921586-77-7	 2001	 $20	 $18
Pacific	Press	 Edge,	Marc	 0-921586-88-4	 978-0-921586-88-3	 2001	 $39	 $35
Paroled	For	Life	 Murphy,	Murphy,	&	Johnsen,	Eds.	 0-921586-89-2	 978-0-921586-89-0	 2002	 $18	 $16
Rebel	Life	(2nd	ed.)	 Leier,	Mark	 1-55420-058-X	 978-1-55420-058-0	 2011	 $21	 $18
Red	Laredo	Boots	 Kishkan,	Theresa	 0-921586-49-3	 978-0-921586-49-4	 1996	 $16	 $16
Red	Line,	Blue	Line,	Bottom	Line	 Edge,	Marc	 1-55420-011-3	 978-1-55420-011-5	 2004	 $16	 $16
Robin	Blaser	 Persky,	Stan	&	Fawcett,	Brian	 1-55420-052-0	 978-1-55420-052-8	 2010	 $16	 $16
Sentences	and	Paroles	 Murphy,	P.J.,	&	Murphy,	J.,	Eds.	 0-921586-63-9	 978-0-921586-63-0	 1998	 $24	 $19
Shoot!	 Bowering,	George	 1-55420-041-5	 978-1-55420-041-2	 2008	 $19	 $16
Short	Version	 The	 Persky,	Stan	 1-55420-016-4	 978-1-55420-016-0	 2005	 $24	 $19
Silt	 Scott,	Jordan	 1-55420-012-1	 978-1-55420-012-2	 2005	 $16	 $16
Small	Cities	Book	 The	 Garrett-Petts,	W.	F.	 1-55420-009-1	 978-1-55420-009-2	 2005	 $39	 $35
Social	Work	With	Rural	Peoples	(3rd	ed.)	 Collier,	Ken	 1-55420-020-2	 978-1-55420-020-7	 2006	 $20	 $19
Stardust	 Serafin,	Bruce	 1-55420-033-4	 978-1-55420-033-7	 2007	 $19	 $16
Stranger	on	a	Strange	Island	 Buday,	Grant	 1-55420-057-1	 978-1-55420-057-3	 2011	 $19	 $19
Stranger	Wycott’s	Place	 Schreiber,	John	 1-55420-037-7	 978-1-55420-037-5	 2008	 $19	 $16
Subway	Under	Byzantium	 Gadd,	Maxine	 1-55420-035-0	 978-1-55420-035-1	 2008	 $20	 $16
Sweet	England	 Weiner,	Steve	 1-55420-055-5	 978-1-55420-055-9	 2010	 $19	 $19
There	 Miki,	Roy	 1-55420-026-1	 978-1-55420-026-9	 2006	 $18	 $16
This	Ragged	Place	 Glavin,	Terry	 0-921586-66-3	 978-0-921586-66-1	 1998	 $18	 $16
Tom	Thomson’s	Shack	 Rhenisch,	Harold	 0-921586-75-2	 978-0-921586-75-3	 2000	 $20	 $16
Topic	Sentence	 Persky,	Stan	 1-55420-028-8	 978-1-55420-028-3	 2007	 $22	 $19
Tungsten	John	 Harris,	John	 0-921586-70-1	 978-0-921586-70-8	 2000	 $21	 $16
Two	Wolves	at	the	Dawn	of	Time	 Williams,	Judith	 0-921586-84-1	 978-0-921586-84-5	 2001	 $29	 $25
Vancouver:	A	Poem	 Stanley,	George	 1-55420-038-5	 978-1-55420-038-2	 2008	 $18	 $16
Voice	Great	Within	Us	 A	 Lillard,	Charles	 0-921586-56-6	 978-0-921586-56-2	 1998	 $16	 $16
Wages	 Armstrong,	John	 1-55420-029-6	 978-1-55420-029-0	 2007	 $21	 $16
Watch	Yourself	 Hern,	Matt	 1-55420-021-0	 978-1-55420-021-4	 2007	 $22	 $19
Weather	 The	 Robertson,	Lisa	 0-921586-81-7	 978-0-921586-81-4	 2001	 $16	 $16
What	Species	of	Creatures	 Kirsch,	Sharon	 1-55420-040-7	 978-1-55420-040-5	 2008	 $19	 $16
Why	Does	It	Feel	So	Late?	 Thompson,	Simon	 1-55420-046-6	 978-1-55420-046-7	 2009	 $16	 $15
Woman	In	the	Trees	 The		 William,	Gerry	 1-55420-013-X	 978-1-55420-013-9	 2004	 $21	 $16
Wreck	Beach	 Brooks,	Carellin	 1-55420-031-8	 978-1-55420-031-3	 2007	 $19	 $16
Writing	Class	 Klobucar	&	Barnholden,	Eds.	 0-921586-68-X	 978-0-921586-68-5	 1999	 $21	 $16
XEclogue	 Robertson,	Lisa	 0-921586-72-8	 978-0-921586-72-2	 1999	 $16	 $16

LINEbooks/Commodore Books
9	Freight	 Minkus,	Kim		 0-9784981-1-9	 978-0-9784981-1-5	 2008	 $16	 $16
Accrete	or	Crumble	 Simpson,	Natalie		 0-9683182-5-8	 978-0-9683182-5-6	 2006	 $16	 $16
Adventures	in	Debt	Collection	 Booker,	Fred		 0-9784981-2-7	 978-0-9784981-2-2	 2006	 $16	 $16
All	Still	 Fedoruk,	Emily	 0-9784981-7-8	 978-0-9784981-7-7	 2008	 $16	 $16
Artist	and	the	Moose	 The		 Miki,	Roy,		Ed.	 0-9784981-0-0	 978-0-9784981-0-8	 2009	 $20	 $20
Companions	&	Horizons	 Collis,	Stephen,	Ed.	 0-9683182-1-5	 978-0-9683182-1-8	 2005	 $28	 $28
Courage,	My	Love	 Johanson,	Reg		 0-9683182-4-X	 978-0-9683182-4-9	 2006	 $16	 $16
Dupe	 Wilcke,	Jonathon	 0-9784981-9-4	 978-0-9784981-9-1	 2010	 $16	 $16
Go	Do	Some	Great	Thing	 Kilian,	Crawford	 0-9784981-5-1	 978-0-9784981-5-3	 2008	 $24	 $24
Insurance	Man	 The	 Zaslove,	J.	&	Jeffries,	B.,	eds.	 0-9813906-1-7	 978-0-9813906-1-1	 2011	 $24	 $24
Light	Sweet	Crude	 Shaw,	Nancy	&	Strang,	Catriona	 0-9683182-9-0	 978-0-9683182-9-4	 2008	 $16	 $16
Pacific	Avenue	 Lowry,	Glen	 0-9784981-8-6	 978-0-9784981-8-4	 2009	 $16	 $16
Pierre	Bonga	Loops	 The	 Bailey,	Troy	Burle		 0-9813906-0-9	 978-0-9813906-0-4	 2010	 $20	 $20
Stay	Black	&	Die	 Sumter-Freitag,	Addena		 0-9683182-7-4	 978-0-9683182-7-0	 2007	 $16	 $16
Streams	 Morse,	Garry	Thomas		 0-9683182-8-2	 978-0-9683182-8-7	 2008	 $16	 $16
Surplus	 Farr,	Roger		 0-9683182-3-1	 978-0-9683182-3-2	 2006	 $16	 $16
sybil	unrest	 Lai,	Larissa	&	Wong,	Rita	 0-9784981-3-5	 978-0-9784981-3-9	 2008	 $16	 $16
Transversals	for	Orpheus	&	the	Untitled	1-13	 Morse,	Garry	Thomas		 0-9683182-6-6	 978-0-9683182-6-3	 2006	 $16	 $16
Tube	Sock	Army	 Duff,	Kim	 0-9784981-6-X	 978-0-9784981-6-0	 2008	 $16	 $16
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Please direct trade orders to:
CANADA

New	Star	Books
107	–	3477	Commercial	St.
Vancouver,	BC	 V5N	4E8

USA

New	Star	Books
1574	Gulf	Rd.,	No.	1517
Point	Roberts,	WA	98281

WHEREVER

Vox:	604.738.9429	
Fax:	604.738.9332
E-mail:	orders@NewStarBooks.com
EDI	orders:	SAN	115	1908

Some of the stores  
carrying our books

Chapters / Indigo Books + Music
McNally Robinson Booksellers,	Winnipeg	&	
Saskatoon
Mac’s Fireweed Books,	Whitehorse
Pulpfiction Books,	Vancouver
People’s Co-op Bookstore,	Vancouver
Misty River Books,	Terrace
Books & Company,	Prince	George
Crown Publications,	Victoria
Blackberry Books,	Vancouver
Favourite Gifts,	North	Vancouver
Overwaitea/Save-On,	various	locations,	BC
Munro’s Books,	Victoria
Caryall Books,	Quesnel
Open Book,	Williams	Lake
Back Page Books,	Nanaimo
Pollen Sweaters,	Lund,	BC
Lotus Books,	Cranbrook
Mermaid Tales,	Tofino
Bolen Books,	Victoria
Armchair Books,	Whistler
Interior Books & Stationery,	Smithers
Galiano Books,	Galiano	Island,	BC
Mother Tongue Books,	Ottawa
Clio Bookstore,	Montreal
Elliott Bay Book Company,	Seattle
Abraxas Books,	Denman	Island,	BC
Marnie’s Books, Cortes	Island,	BC
Charles H. Scott Gallery / ECUAD
University of British Columbia Bookstore
University of Calgary Bookstore
Baker & Taylor Books Wholesalers
Small Press Distribution,	Berkeley,	CA
Coutts Library Services
United Library Services
Amazon.com

Trade terms

tradE tErms: 40% discount | no minimums | returnable for 
credit | shipping charge equal to 4% net invoice value | payment due 
60 days from invoice date. 

tradE aNd LIBrary whoLEsaLErs: Inquire about our 
wholesale terms.

UNIvErsIty / CoLLEgE BookstorEs: Normal trade 
bookstore terms apply. Overstock must be returned within 30 days 
of end of semester for which books were ordered (i.e., end of January, 
May, or September). Returns are for credit only; no cash refunds.

INdIvIdUaL maIL ordEr: Orders are accepted by regular mail, 
fax, phone, or e-mail (orders@NewStarBooks.com). Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque, or money order accepted. Add $5 shipping & handling, and 
allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Manuscript submission guidelines

New Star will consider unsolicited manuscripts, if the books generally 
fit into our areas of interest: books about social issues, politics, 
British Columbia and the west; and literary work. We do not consider 
unsolicited poetry. 

Your submission should be typed, double-spaced and single-sided, and 
can be sent via snail mail or email. We do not discuss book proposals 
over the phone, and we do not consider faxed proposals.

For fiction we prefer to see the complete manuscript; for non-fiction 
we can consider either the complete manuscript or a query letter that 
includes a full outline and sample chapters. Do not send us originals 
of photos or illustrations or the only copy of your manuscript. 
Manuscripts that are not accompanied by a SASE will not be 
returned. 

New Star accepts simultaneous submissions, but we’d appreciate 
knowing that other publishers are looking at your work.

Ordering information • Editorial submission guidelines
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Editorial and business offices

New Star Books
107	-	3477	Commercial	St.
Vancouver,	BC		 	 V5N	4E8
Tel.	604-738-9429
Fax	604-738-9332
info@NewStarBooks.com
www.NewStarBooks.com
Publisher:	Rolf	Maurer
Assistant	Editor:	Stefania	Alexandru

Transmontanus
3813	Hobbs	St.
Victoria,	BC	 	 V8P	5C8
terry.glavin@gmail.com
Series	Editor:	Terry	Glavin

And now a word from our sponsors . . . you.

This country’s literary culture is made possible by the citizens of 
Canada and British Columbia through the Canada Council Block 
Grant Program for Publishers, the Canada Book Fund, the British 
Columbia Arts Council, and the Government of British Columbia 
through the Refundable Investment Tax Credit. Be sure to let your 
elected representative know of your support for these vital initiatives.

More details

Cover by Mutasis.com. Printed and bound in Canada by Premium 
Printing. This is the 46th New Star catalogue in this format.

Sales representatives, 
Canada & USA

New Star Books is represented to the trade 
throughout North America by the Literary 
Press Group:

Petra Morin
Sales and Marketing Manager;  
National Accounts

501	–	192	Spadina	Avenue
Toronto,	ON	 	 M5T	2C2
Tel.	416.483.1321	x3	 	 Fax	416.483.2510
pmorin@lpg.ca

Nadine Boyd
British Columbia, Alberta and the Territories

274	East	5th	Street	(basement)
North	Vancouver,	BC	 	 V7L	1L7
Tel.	778.338.4745	 	 Fax	778.338.4746
nboyd@lpg.ca

Lisa Pearce
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Libraries

566	Montrose	Street
Winnipeg,	MB	 	 R3M	3N1
Tel.	204.489.4409	 	 Fax	204.487.4036
lpearce@lpg.ca

Kayleigh Rosien
Toronto, Southwestern and Northern Ontario

501	–	192	Spadina	Avenue
Toronto,	ON	 	 M5T	2C2
Tel.	416.483.1321	x4	 	 Fax	416.483.2510
krosien@lpg.ca

Jacques Filippi
Eastern Ontario, Quebec and  
Atlantic Provinces

117,	rue	Dumouchel
Châteauguay,	QC	 	 J6J	3E8
Tel./Fax	 450.698.2220
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